REGILDING THE CRESCENT
" As for any protest being raised by the heads
of religious communities, I confess that I find
these inexplicable. Is it to be conceived that,
under a constitutional government, any section
of the nation is going to refuse to submit to the
decision of the National Assembly ? Apart from
such an absurdity, it is a simple fact that Greeks,
Bulgars and Armenians are all anxious to bear
their share of the defence of the Ottoman
fatherland, and consequently, in spite of such
objections as may be made, the institution of
military service for all creeds may be regarded
as an accomplished fact."
The text of the Press Law is outlined below.
It aims, as will be seen, rather at the protection
of public security against disturbance by sen-
sational news than at that of the individual from
libel. The debates were long and heated. It
was proposed to introduce a clause making it an
offence to caricature the Sultan or his Ministers,
but this was rejected with ridicule, since it was
pointed out that European monarchs are freely
caricatured in their own Press. On the other
hand, Art. 21 was, after considerable discussion,
approved, making it possible to inflict heavy
penalties for the publication of inaccurate news,
with malicious intent or to the disturbance of
the public security. Is it possible that the
despised Turk is here showing an example that
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